THE    CONSERVATIVE    DEFEAT

A decided reaction soon began to manifest itself
against the Government, while the latter was itself
driven every day further to the Left. The municipal
elections of 1906 showed that the Liberal tide was
already on the ebb, but in March of the following year
there took place an event of which the significance
could not fail to be observed. The London County
Council had for a considerable period been under Pro-
gressive control, but in the spring of 1907 the
Municipal Reformers, thanks in no small measure to
the organizing ability of the late Sir William Bull, wop
a crushing victory by the net gain of no less than forty-
four seats. The following year witnessed a long series
of Government defeats at by-elections, and seats were
lost at Ashburton, Ross, Peckham, north-west Man-
chester, Pudsey, Haggerston, and Newcastle-on-Tyne,
The quality of these victories was no less impressive
than the quantity, and at north-west Manchester,
Mr. Joynson-Hicks defeated Mr. Winston Churchill,
who was seeking re-election on his appointment as
President of the Board of Trade, as was necessary
under the existing law. The next twelve months, too,
afforded little satisfaction to the Cabinet, for Central
Glasgow, Stratford-on-Avon, and Bermondsey were
lost by its supporters.

To no inconsiderable extent these reverses indicated
but the natural swing of the pendulum after the
triumph at the General Election, but there was more
to them than that. The Government's legislative
record had not been brilliant, and it had dissatisfied
some sections of opinion, while alarming others. The
Old Age Pensions Act was certainly an item on the
asset side, though the real credit for it belonged to
Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, but the substitution of the